Extract from an article in the Spring Edition of PTA Magazine
Crispin Andrews reports on the growing body of parents and children who are happily abandoning the chaos of the school run for a much happier and healthier walk to school:

Walk this way 

It is Wednesday morning and a small group of children and parents are on their way to school.  Each wearing a fluorescent yellow bib; the regimented column marches purposefully along the side of a busy road adding new members along the way.  Strolling past an increasing number of parked cars, the happy procession reaches the school gates through the usual assembly of chattering parents.

As a smiling youngster at the front of the line hands the group’s mascot teddy bear to the parent who leads the group; a girl at the back runs excitedly up to her mum.  She has just spotted one of Aylesford School’s other three walking buses turn into the drive way.  “We beat them!” she cries happily.


Walking Bus is a national initiative aimed at reducing the numbers of children who travel to school by car and at Aylesford Primary in Kent, a three hundred strong school that shares a site with a nursery and a secondary school containing over 1000 pupils; the initiative is a response to extreme levels of congestion being experienced in and around the school gates.


Family Liaison Officer Jane Waring leads the project at Aylesford.  She explains how major building works at the secondary school led to virtual gridlock along the school’s approach road.  “There were construction vehicles, parents cars and those belonging to residents, not to mention children and adults from all three schools, who were walking down the road to get home,” she says in-between stamping the cards of a child who has only two more journeys on the walking bus to go before he gets a certificate presented in assembly.  “It came to a standstill more than once – we had to call the police to come and sort it out!”

The idea is straight forward.  Each walking bus has an adult ‘driver’ at the front and an adult ‘conductor’ bringing up the rear.  The children walk to school in a group along a safe route set by Kent Highways department, picking up additional ‘passengers’ at specific ‘bus-stops’ along the way.  The ratio is one to twelve and all the parents have been CRB checked.  Jane Waring adds: “The parents all have each others contact numbers so if someone is ill, come rain or shine they will be there and only a couple of times have I had to go out and take someone’s place myself”.


Back at Aylesford and during assembly time children who have made fifteen journeys are being presented with certificates.  “We want to reward those who adopt healthy habits and make it easier for the rest to get to school in the mornings,” says Jane Waring.  The competitive little girl from the morning has other things on her mind.  She fixes a smug grin on a friend from one of the opposing walking buses.  “We beat you! We beat you!” the grin says.
